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BANGLADESH 
TEENAGE GIRL DETAINED FOR FACEBOOK POST 

 
Dipti Rani Das, a 17-year-old girl from the Hindu minority community in Bangladesh, was arrested by 
the police for a Facebook post and has been held at a correction facility for more than a year, since 28 
October 2020. Booked under the country’s draconian Digital Security Act on vague charges of “hurting 
religious sentiment” and “advancing to deteriorate law and order”, she could face up to seven years in 
jail. She should be released immediately. 
 
Write to the Prime Minister urging him to: 

• Immediately release Dipti Rani Das and all those detained solely for exercising their right to 
freedom of expression 

• Ensure the protection of Dipti Rani Das, her family and other members of minority groups in 
Bangladesh from communal or politically motivated attacks 

• Repeal the Digital Security Act or amend it in line with international human rights law, including 
the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights to which Bangladesh is a party 

 
Write to: 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Prime Minister’s Office 
Old Sangsad Bhaban 
Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215 
Bangladesh 
Email:   ps1topm@pmo.gov.bd 
Cc:   psecy@pmo.gov.bd 
Salutation: Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
 
And Copy: 
His Excellency Dr Khalilur Rahman  
High Commissioner 
High Commission for the People's Republic of Bangladesh 
350 Sparks Street, Suite 1100 
Ottawa, ON K1R 7S8 
Phone:  (613) 236-0138 / 236-0139  
Fax:   (613) 567-3213 
Email:   mission.ottawa@mofa.gov.bd 
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Additional information 
 
Dipti Rani Das, a 17-year-old girl, was arrested in Dinajpur, Bangladesh, on 28 October 2020 under the 
country’s draconian Digital Security Act (2018) for a Facebook post which contained a photograph of a 
woman keeping the Islamic holy book Quran in between her thighs. 
 
Concerned over the impact that the Facebook post may have had on Dipti Rani Das, her father went to 
the police station with his family to seek a resolution upfront on the afternoon of 28 October 2020. 
There, they saw a gathering of about 100 religious clerics who came to file a case against her. They 
apologized verbally to the people present at the police station and to the Muslim community for the 
Facebook post, which some people at the police station livestreamed on Facebook. The family also 
submitted a written apology to the local police chief. The livestreamed apology further agitated some 
people in the neighbourhood, who then attacked the home of Dipti Rani Das and her family later that 
evening. 
 
Afraid of further attacks, Dipti Rani Das’s father tried to send her daughter away for some days to a 
relative’s home by train. However, she was stopped at the train and taken to the police station by 
several individuals who demanded that she be punished for posting the photograph. 
Arrested on 28 October 2020, she has since been in detention at a correction facility in Rajshahi, a 
northern district in Bangladesh, and could face up to seven years in jail if convicted. After being denied 
bail three times at a lower court, a High Court granted her bail on 11 May 2021. However, the bail 
order was stayed through an appeal by the deputy commissioner of Dinajpur, her home district. 
The UN Human Rights Committee, which monitors the implementation of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, stated that “prohibitions of displays of lack of respect for a religion or 
other belief system, including blasphemy laws, are incompatible with the Covenant”, except in the 
specific circumstances when it amounts to advocacy of hatred that incites violence, hostility or 
discrimination. 
 
An afficionado of Humayun Ahmed’s novels, Dipti Rani Das loves painting and writing stories. She 
wanted to study science, but her family couldn’t afford paying for it. She had enrolled in arts for her 
first year at the Parbatipur Government College in August 2020. Since her detention, Dipti Rani Das has 
lost her ability to pursue her education and faces further risk of harassment and discrimination. “I wish 
that my daughter has the opportunity to freely move in the society, complete her education and build 
a future. I request the government to relieve her from this case in consideration of her future,” her 
father told Amnesty International. 
 
In a July 2021 report, Amnesty International documented a wide range of human rights violations 
committed by the Bangladeshi security agencies in the pretext of containing false, offensive, 
defamatory or derogatory information online. The human rights organization called on Bangladesh’s 
government to urgently repeal or substantially amend the 2018 Digital Security Act and end the 
crackdown on people’s right to freedom of expression online. 
 
 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/bangladesh-end-crackdown-on-freedom-of-expression-online/

